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Detritus 
52 
Read this, her letter said. 
Read between the lines and above them, 
below and through them. 
Read it, like the skin of a grape, 
whose pulpy mass 
did not become wine. 
Read it in the mirror. 
Maybe backwards, 
you could understand it. 
Read it. like the brine that is left 
when all the olives have been served. 
Read it in the dark. 
when a wispy wafer of moon 
provides the only light. 
Tend it. like a daisy 
whose soft stem 
leans dangerously 
over the edge of the pot. 
all its petals gone. 
Loves me, 
loves me not. 
There's nothing you can do. 
Even if you tear it 
into bite-size pieces, 
then eat it. 
it provides nothing useful 
for your limp limbs. 
O n c e  i t  w a s  a  s t o r y .  
a l m o s t  a n  o p e r a .  
B u t  n o  s o p r a n o s  
c o u l d  s i n g  t h e  h i g h  n o t e s .  
I t  w a s  s t a g e d ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  s u b t i t l e s .  
V i e w e r s  k n e w  n o  w o r d s  
a n d  h e a r d  n o  m e l o d y .  
T h e i r  e y e b r o w s  s l a m m e d  t o g e t h e r  
i n  f r o w n s  o f  s u p e r i o r  i g n o r a n c e .  
T h e y  l e f t  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  
a s  t h e  a r i a  p l a y e d  o n .  
R e a d  t h i s  l i k e  a  l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  v e r y  e n d .  
T h e n  g i v e  i t  o n e  l a s t ,  
l o o s e  h a n d s h a k e .  
Y o u  w o n ' t  g i v e  i t  a n o t h e r  t h o u g h t  
a s  y o u  s h r e d  i t  
a n d  s l i p  t h e  p i e c e s  
i n t o  t h e  r e c y c l e  b o x .  
K a t h r y n  L .  W a g g o n e r  
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E l e c t r o n i c  R e s o u r c e s  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  h a s  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  a t  
G V S U  f o r  2 3  y e a r s .  
5 3  
